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died that same year, but the Cortes being unwilling
to accept Don Jayme, the crown passed to the Count
ot Champagne, and from that time Navarre became
more connected with French than with Spanish
interests.

The Pope, Gregory IX., induced Jayme to marry
Violante, daughter of Andrew, King of Hungary, to
whom he became fondly attached, and, unfortunately,
he took a dislike to his eldest son, Alfonso, who had been
sent to Castille with his mother, Leonor. Fernando and
Jayme were watching to advance step by step upon,
the Moors. On the death of Al Maimoun at Morocco,
in 1232, confusion had become worse confounded. A
new tribe, called Beny Merques, came down from the
Atlas, and ruined the Almohides ; the connection
between Morocco and Andalusia was broken; and,
if the Spanish Moors no longer had to dread irruptions
of savage Berbers, they also ceased to have any
foreign assistance in repelling the Christians.

Again, walis and kadis set themselves up as rulers
of their governments, each acting independently, and
therefore all those on the border speedily fell before
the three powerful Christian monarchs.

The three most really able and worthy of these walis
were, at Valencia, Djomayl-ben-Zeyan ; at Granada,
Abcn I loud; and at Jaen, Mouhamed Aben-al-Hamar,
and if they had united they might have long kept
back the Christians; but they were bitter rivals, always
at war with one another, whereas the three Christian
kings kept the peace towards one another.

In 1235, just after the summer campaign, when
King Fernando had returned to his capital, the
governor of the newly-conquered city of Andujar,